
!



THE MASTER KEY !
Charles F. Haanel!

!
...as thought is a product of mind, it becomes evident that Mind is the creative center from 

which all activities proceed…!!!
This free ebook edition of The Master Key by Charles F. Haanel is proudly made available to 

you by 

http://www.kallistipublishing.com
http://www.kallistipublishing.com


TABLE OF CONTENTS !
!

!
!

Who Is Charles F. Haanel?! 1!                                                                           

Part I! 2!                                                                                                                 

Part II! 9!                                                                                                               

The Master Key System! 19!                                                                              

Charles F. Haanel’s Complete Master Key Course! 26!                                

About Kallisti Publishing! 28                                                                          



The Master Key - Charles F. Haanel

Who Is Charles F. Haanel?!
Charles F. Haanel was born in Ann Arbor, 
Michigan on May 22, 1866. He received 
many degrees, including hon. Ph.D., Col-
lege National Electronic Institute; Meta-
physics, Psy. D., College of Divine Meta-
physics; and M.D., Universal College of 
Dupleix, India. He is the ex-President of 
the Continental Commercial Company and 
the ex-President of the Sacramento Valley 
Improvement Company.!

He is the author of works on philosophy, 
psychology, causation, science of living, per-
sonality, and science of mind, synthesized in 

The Master Key System, a system of philosophy for application to the affairs of 
everyday life.!

Mr. Haanel was affiliated with many groups, including Fellow London College 
of Psychotherapy; member Authors’ League of America; American Society of 
Psychical Research; member of the Society of Rosicrucians; the American Sug-
gestive Therapeutical Association; Science League of America; Pi Gamma Mu 
Fraternity; Master Mason, Keystone Lodge No. 243, A.F. & A.M.; created a 
Noble in Moolah Temple.!

Mr. Haanel died on November 27, 1949 at the age of 83. He was buried in 
Bellefontaine Cemetery, St. Louis.!

The official Charles F. Haanel web site can be found at www.haanel.com. 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Part I!
Before any environment, successful or otherwise, can be created, action of 
some kind is necessary. And before action is possible, there must be thought of 
some kind, either conscious or unconscious. And as thought is a product of 
mind, it becomes evident that Mind is the creative center from which all activ-
ities proceed.!

It is not expected that any of the inherent laws that govern the modern busi-
ness world as it is at present constituted can be suspended or repealed by any 
force on the same plane, but it is axiomatic that a higher law may overcome a 
lower one. Tree law causes the sap to ascend, not by repealing the law of gravi-
ty, but by surmounting it.!

To control circumstances, a knowledge of certain scientific principles of mind-
action is required. Such knowledge is a most valuable asset. It may be gained by 
degrees and put into practice as fast as learned. Power over circumstances is 
one of its fruits. Health, harmony, and prosperity are assets upon its balance 
sheet. It costs only the labour of harvesting its great resources.!

The naturalist who spends much of his time in observing visible phenomena is 
constantly creating power in that portion of his brain set apart for observation. 
The result is that he becomes very much more expert and skillful in knowing 
what he sees and grasping an infinite number of details at a glance than does 
his unobserving friend. He has reached this facility by exercise of his brain. He 
deliberately chose to enlarge his brain power in the line of observation, so he 
deliberately exercised that special faculty over and over with increasing atten-
tion and concentration. Now we have the result—a man learned in the lore of 
observation far above his fellows. Or, on the other hand, one can, by stolid in-
action, allow the delicate brain matter to harden and ossify until his whole life 
is barren and fruitless.!

Every thought tends to become a material thing. Our desires are seed thoughts 
that have a tendency to sprout and grow and blossom and bear fruit. We are  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sowing these seeds every day. What shall the harvest be? Each of us today is 
the result of his past thinking. Later we shall be the result of what we are now 
thinking. We create our own character, personality, and environment by the 
thought which we originate or entertain. Thought seeks its own. The law of 
mental attraction is an exact parallel to the law of atomic affinity. Mental cur-
rents are as real as electric, magnetic, or heat currents. We attract the currents 
with which we are in harmony. Are we selecting those which will be conducive 
to our success? This is the important question.!

Lines of least resistance are formed by the constant action of the mind. The 
activity of the brain reacts upon the particular faculty of the brain employed. 
The latent power of the mind is developed by constant exercise. Each form of 
its activity becomes more perfect by practice. Exercises for the development of 
the mind present a variety of motives for consideration. They involve the de-
velopment of the perceptive faculties, the cultivation of the emotions, the 
quickening of the imagination, the symmetrical unfoldment of the intuitive 
faculty (which without being able to give a reason frequently impels or pro-
hibits choice) and finally the power of the mind may be cultivated by the de-
velopment of the moral character.!

“The greatest man,” said Seneca, “is he who chooses right with invincible de-
termination.” The greatest power of the mind, then, depends upon its exercise 
in moral channels and therefore requires that every conscious mental effort 
should involve a moral end. A developed moral consciousness modifies consid-
eration of motives and increases the force and continuity of actions. Conse-
quently, the well-developed symmetrical character necessitates good physical, 
mental, and moral health, and this combination creates initiative, power, resist-
less force, and necessary success.!

It will be found that Nature is constantly seeking to express Harmony in all 
things and is forever trying to bring about an harmonious adjustment for every 
discord, every wound, every difficulty. Therefore, when thought is harmonious,  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nature begins to create the material conditions, the possession of which are 
necessary in order to make up an harmonious environment.!

When we understand that mind is the great creative power, what does not be-
come possible? With Desire as the great creative energy, can we not see why 
Desire should be cultivated, controlled, and directed in our lives and destinies? 
Men and women of strong mentality who dominate those around them and of-
ten those far removed from them, really emanate currents charged with power 
which, coming in contact with the minds of others, causes the desires of the 
latter to be in accord with the mind of the strong individuality. Great masters 
of men possess this power to a marked degree. Their influence is felt far and 
near and they secure compliance with their wishes by making others “want” to 
act in accord with them. In this way men of strong Desire and Imagination 
may—and do—exert powerful influence over the minds of others, leading the 
latter in the way desired. The magnetic persons attract, allure, and draw. They 
are emotional and capture the will of others.!

No man is ever created without the inherent power in himself to help himself. 
The personality that understands its own intellectual and moral power of con-
quest will certainly assert itself. It is this truth that an enfamined world craves 
today. The possibility of asserting a slumbering intellectual courage that clearly 
discerns and a moral courage that grandly undertakes is open to all. There is a 
divine potency in every human being.!

We speak of the sun as “rising” and “setting,” though we know that this is sim-
ply an appearance of motion. To our senses, the Earth is apparently standing 
still, and yet we know it is revolving rapidly. We speak of a bell as a “sounding 
body,” yet we know that all that the bell can do is produce vibrations in the air. 
When these vibrations come at the rate of 16 per second they cause a sound to 
be heard in the mind. It is possible for the mind to hear vibrations up to the 
rate of 38,000 per second. When the number increases beyond this, all is si-
lence again; so that we know that the sound is not in the bell, it is in our own 
mind. 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We speak and even think of the sun as “giving light,” yet we know it is simply 
giving forth energy that produces vibrations in the ether at a rate of four hun-
dred trillion (400,000,000,000,000) per second causing what are termed light 
waves; so that we know that what we call “light” is simply a mode of motion 
and the only light that there is is the sensation caused in the mind by the mo-
tion of these waves. When the number of vibrations increases, the light 
changes in colour, each change in colour being caused by shorter and more 
rapid vibrations; so that although we speak of the rose as being red, the grass as 
being green, or the sky as being blue, we know that these colours exist only in 
our minds and are the sensation experienced by us as the result of the vibra-
tions of light. When the vibrations are reduced below four hundred trillion per 
second, they no longer affect us as light, but we experience the sensation of 
heat.!

So we have come to know that appearances exist for us only in our conscious-
ness. Even time and space become annihilated. (Time being only the experi-
ence of succession, there being no past or future except as a thought relation 
to the present.) In the last analysis, therefore, we know that one principle gov-
erns and controls all there is. Every atom is forever conserved. Whatever is 
parted with must inevitably be received somewhere. It cannot perish and it 
only exists for use. It can go only where it is attracted and, therefore, required. 
We can receive only what we give and we may give only to those who can re-
ceive and it remains with us to determine our rate of growth and the degree of 
harmony that we shall express.!

The laws under which we live are designed solely for our advantage. These laws 
are immutable and we cannot escape from their operation. All the great eternal 
forces act in solemn silence, but it is in our power to place ourselves in harmo-
ny with them and thus express a life of comparative peace and happiness.!

Difficulties, inharmonies, and obstacles indicate that we are either refusing to 
give out what we no longer need, or refusing to accept what we require. 
Growth is attained through an exchange of the old for the new, of the good for 
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the better. It is a conditional (or reciprocal) action, for each of us is a complete 
thought entity and the completeness makes it possible for us to receive only as 
we give. We cannot obtain what we lack if we tenaciously cling to what we 
have.!

The Principle of Attraction operates to bring to us only what may be to our ad-
vantage. We are able to consciously control our conditions as we come to sense 
the purpose of what we attract and are able to extract from each experience 
only what we require for our further growth. Our ability to do this determines 
the degree of harmony or happiness we attain.!

The ability to appropriate what we require for our growth continually increases 
as we reach higher planes and broader visions, and the greater our ability to 
know what we require, the more certain we shall be to discern its presence, to 
attract it, and to absorb it. Nothing may reach us except what is necessary for 
our growth. All conditions and experiences that come to us do so for our bene-
fit. Difficulties and obstacles will continue to come until we absorb their wis-
dom and gather from them the essentials of further growth. That we reap what 
we sow is mathematically exact. We gain permanent strength exactly to the ex-
tent of the effort required to overcome our difficulties.!

The inexorable requirements of growth demand that we exert the greatest de-
gree of attraction for what is perfectly in accord with us. Our highest happi-
ness will be best attained through our understanding of and conscious coopera-
tion with natural laws.!

Our mind-forces are often bound by the paralyzing suggestions that come to us 
from the crude thinking of the race, and which are accepted and acted upon 
without question. Impressions of fear, of worry, of disability, and of inferiority 
are given to us daily. These are sufficient reasons in themselves why men 
achieve so little—why the lives of multitudes are so barren of results, when all 
the time there are possibilities within them that need only the liberating touch 
of appreciation and wholesome ambition to expand into real greatness.!
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Women, perhaps more than men, have been subject to these conditions. This 
is true because of their finer susceptibilities making them more open to 
thought-vibrations from other minds, and because the flood of negative and 
repressive thoughts has been aimed more especially at them.!

But it is being overcome. Florence Nightingale overcame it when she rose in 
the Crimea to heights of tender sympathy and executive ability before un-
known young women. Clara Barton, the head of the Red Cross, overcame it 
when she wrought a similar work in the armies of the Union. Jenny Lind over-
came it when she showed her ability to command enormous financial rewards 
while at the same time gratifying the passionate desire of her nature and reach-
ing the front rank of her day in musical art. And there is a long list of women 
singers, philanthropists, writers, and actresses who have proved themselves ca-
pable of reaching the greatest literary, dramatic, artistic, and sociological 
achievement.!

Women as well as men are beginning to do their own thinking.  They have 1

awakened to some conception of their possibilities. They demand that if life 
holds any secrets, these shall be disclosed. At no previous time has the influ-
ence and potency of thought received such careful and discriminating investi-
gation. While a few seers have grasped the great fact that mind is the universal 
substance, never before has this vital truth penetrated the more general con-
sciousness. Many minds are now striving to give this wonderful truth definite 
utterance. Modern science has taught us that light and sound are simply differ-
ent intensities of motion, and this may lead to discoveries of forces within man 
that could not have been conceived of until this revelation was made.!

A new century has dawned and now, standing in its light, man sees something 
of the vastness of the meaning of life—something of its grandeur. Within that 
life is the germ of infinite potencies. One feels convinced that man’s possibility 
of attainment cannot be measured—that boundary lines to his onward march 

www.thecompletemasterkeycourse.com! �                                                                                                                     7

 Please keep in mind that Haanel wrote The Master Key c. 1916.1

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Florence_Nightingale
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clara_Barton
http://www.redcross.org/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jenny_Lind
http://www.on2url.com/app/adtrack.asp?MerchantID=60141&AdID=538198


The Master Key - Charles F. Haanel

are unthinkable. Standing on this height, he finds that he can draw new power 
to himself from the infinite energy of which he is a part. 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Part II!
Some men seem to attract success, power, wealth, and attainment with very lit-
tle conscious effort. Others conquer with great difficulty. Still others fail alto-
gether to reach their ambitions, desires, and ideals. Why is this so? Why 
should some men realize their ambitions easily, others with difficulty, and still 
others not at all? The cause cannot be physical, else the most perfect men, 
physically, would be the most successful. The difference, therefore, must be 
mental—must be in the mind. Hence, mind must be the creative force and 
must constitute the sole difference between men. It is mind, therefore, that 
overcomes environment and every other obstacle in the path of men.!

 It is the actualizing of interior quality through the creative power of thought 
that has given us great leaders like Alexander, Napoleon, Cromwell, and our 
own Washington; captains of industry like Carnegie, Morgan, Rockefeller, and 
Harriman; inventors like Stevenson, Morse, Marconi, Edison, Tesla, and hosts 
of others. If, then, the only difference between men lies in their ability to 
think, to use and control their thought, to develop it—if the secret of all suc-
cess, all power, all attainment is the creative power of mind, the force of 
thought—surely the ability to think correctly should become the paramount 
object of every man.!

When the creative power of thought is fully understood, its effects will be seen 
to be marvelous. But such results cannot be secured without proper applica-
tion, diligence, and concentration. The student will find that the laws govern-
ing in the mental and spiritual world are as fixed and infallible as in the materi-
al world. To secure the desired results, then, it is necessary to know the law and 
to comply with it. A proper compliance with the law will be found to produce 
the desired result with invariable exactitude. The student who learns that pow-
er comes from within, that he is weak only because he has depended on help 
from outside, and who unhesitatingly throws himself on his own thought, in-
stantly rights himself, stands erect, assumes a dominant attitude, and works 
miracles.!
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Scientists tell us that we live in the universal ether. This is formless of itself, 
but it is pliable and forms about us, in us, and around us, according to our 
thought and word. We set it into activity by that which we think. Then that 
which manifests to us objectively is that which we have thought or said.!

Thought is governed by law. The reason we have not manifested more faith is 
because of lack of understanding. We have not understood that everything 
works in exact accordance with definite law. The law of thought is as definite as 
the laws of mathematics, or the laws of chemistry, or the laws of electricity, or 
the law of gravitation. When we begin to understand that happiness, health, 
success, prosperity, and every other condition or environment are results and 
that these results are created by right thinking, either consciously or uncon-
sciously, we shall realize the importance of a working knowledge of the laws 
governing thought.!

Those coming into a conscious realization of the power of thought find them-
selves in possession of the best that life can give. Substantial things of a higher 
order become theirs and these sublime realities are so constituted that they 
can be made tangible parts of daily personal life. They realize a world of higher 
power and keep that power constantly working. This power is inexhaustible, 
limitless, and they are therefore carried forward from victory to victory. Obsta-
cles that seem insurmountable are overcome. Enemies are changed to friends, 
conditions are overcome, elements transformed, and fate is conquered.!

The supply of good is inexhaustible and the demand can be made along what-
ever lines we may desire. This is the mental law of demand and supply.!

Our circumstances and environment are formed by our thoughts. We have, 
perhaps, been creating these conditions unconsciously. If they are unsatisfacto-
ry, the remedy is to consciously alter our mental attitude and see out circum-
stances adjust themselves to the new mental condition. There is nothing 
strange or supernatural about this. It is simply the Law of Being. The thoughts 
which take root in the mind will certainly produce fruit after their kind. The 
greatest schemer cannot “gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles.” To im-
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prove our conditions, we must first improve ourselves. Our thoughts and de-
sires will be the first to show improvement.!

To be in ignorance of the laws governing in the mental world is to be like a 
child playing with fire or a man manipulating powerful chemicals without a 
knowledge of their nature and relations. This is universally true because Mind 
is the one great cause that produces all conditions in the lives of men and 
women.!

Admitting that you agree with everything that has been stated thus far (and 
most persons will take no exception to anything that has been said), it still re-
mains to make a practical application of the law.!

In order to take advantage of this law and put ourselves into harmonious rela-
tionship with it so that the benefit may be made manifest in our lives, it is nec-
essary to see that the conditions are all met for its proper operation. We may 
know the laws governing electricity, we may have all the proper mechanisms 
(the lights, the globes, the wires, the buttons), and we may even know how to 
generate the power, but if the connections are not properly made, we can push 
the button until doomsday and no light will appear. So with the Law of Attrac-
tion. It is in operation all the time, everywhere. Something is constantly being 
created, something is appearing, everything is continually changing. But to 
take advantage of this process, it is just as necessary to comply with the law as 
it is in the case of electricity or gravitation.!

Mind is creative and operates through the Law of Attraction. We are not to try 
to influence any to do what we think they should do. Each individual has a 
right to choose for himself, but aside from this we would be operating under 
the laws of force, which are destructive in their nature and just the opposite of 
the Law of Attraction. A little reflection will convince you that all of the great 
laws of nature operate in silence and that the underlying principle is the Law of 
Attraction. It is only destructive processes such as earthquakes and catastro-
phes that employ force. Nothing good is ever accomplished in that way.!
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To be successful, attention must invariably be directed to the creative plane—
it must never be competitive. You do not wish to take anything away from any 
one else. You want to create something for yourself, and what you want for 
yourself you are perfectly willing that everyone else should have.!

You know that it is not necessary to take from one to give to another, but that 
the supply for all is abundant. Nature’s storehouse of wealth is inexhaustible 
and if there seems to be a lack of supply anywhere, it is only because the chan-
nels of distribution are as yet imperfect.!

Abundance is a natural law of the universe. The evidence of this law is conclu-
sive. We see it on every hand. Everywhere nature is lavish, wasteful, and ex-
travagant. Nowhere is economy observed in any created thing. Profusion is 
manifested in everything. The millions and millions of trees and flowers and 
plants and animals and the vast scheme of reproduction where the process of 
creating and recreating is forever going on all indicates the lavishness with 
which Nature has made provision for man. That there is an abundance for 
everyone is evident, but that many seem to have been separated from this sup-
ply is also evident—they have not yet come into a realization of the Universali-
ty of all substance and that mind is the active principle that starts causes in 
motion whereby we are related to the things we desire.!

It is evident, therefore, that he who fails to fully investigate and take advantage 
of the wonderful progress that is being made in this last and greatest science, 
will soon be as far behind as the man who would refuse to acknowledge and ac-
cept the benefits which have accrued to mankind through an understanding of 
the laws of electricity.!

Of course, mind creates negative conditions just as readily as favourable condi-
tions, and when we consciously or unconsciously visualize every kind of lack, 
limitation, and discord, we create these conditions. This is what many are un-
consciously doing all the time.!
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This law, as well as every other law, is no respecter of persons, but it is in con-
stant operation and is relentlessly bringing to each individual exactly what he 
has created. In other words, “Whatsoever a man soweth that shall he also 
reap.”!

Abundance, therefore, depends upon a recognition of the Laws of Abundance, 
and the fact that Mind is not only the creator, but the only creator of all there 
is. Certainly nothing can be created, before we know that it can be created and 
then make the proper effort. There is no more electricity in the world today 
than there was fifty years ago, but until someone recognized the law by which 
it could be made of service, we received no benefit. Now that the law is under-
stood, practically the whole world is lit by it. So with the Law of Abundance: It 
is only those who recognize the law and place themselves in harmony with it, 
who share in its benefits.!

A recognition of the Law of Abundance develops certain mental and moral 
qualities, among which are Courage, Loyalty, Tact, Sagacity, Individuali-
ty, and Constructiveness. These are all modes of thought. And as all 
thought is creative, they manifest in objective conditions corresponding with 
the mental condition. This is necessarily true because the ability of the indi-
vidual to think is his ability to act upon the Universal Mind and bring it into 
manifestation. It is the process whereby the individual becomes a channel for 
the differentiation of the Universal. Every thought is a cause and every condi-
tion an effect.!

This principle endows the individual with seemingly transcendental possibili-
ties, among which is the mastery of conditions through the creation and 
recognition of opportunities. This creation of opportunity implies the exis-
tence or creation of the necessary qualities or talents that are thought forces 
and which result in a consciousness of power that future events cannot disturb. 
It is this organization of victory or success within the mind, this consciousness 
of power within which constitutes the responsive harmonious action whereby 
we are related to the objects and purposes that we seek. This is the Law of At-
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traction in action. This Law, being the common property of all, can be exer-
cised by any one having sufficient knowledge of its operation.!

Courage is that power of the mind that manifests in the love of mental con-
flict. It is a noble and lofty sentiment. It is equally fitted to command or obey. 
Both require courage. It often has a tendency to conceal itself. There are men 
and women, too, who apparently exist only to do what is pleasing to others, 
but when the time comes and the latent will is revealed, we find under the vel-
vet glove an iron hand—and no mistake about it. True courage is cool, calm, 
and collected, and is never fool-hardy, quarrelsome, ill-natured, or contentious.!

Accumulation is the power to reserve and preserve a part of the supply that 
we are constantly receiving so as to be in position to take advantage of the 
larger opportunities that will come as soon as we are ready for them. Has it not 
been said, “To him that hath shall be given.” All successful business men have 
this quality well-developed. James J. Hill, who died leaving an estate of over 
fifty-two million dollars, said, “If you want to know whether you are destined 
to be a success or a failure in life, you can easily find out. The test is simple and 
it is infallible: Are you able to save money? If not, drop out. You will lose. You 
may think not, but you will lose as sure as you live. The seed of success is not in 
you.” This is very good so far as it goes, but any one who knows the biography 
of James J. Hill knows that he acquired his fifty million dollars by following the 
exact methods we have given. In the first place, he started with nothing—he 
had to use his imagination to idealize the vast railroad which he projected 
across the western prairies. He then had to come into a recognition of the Law 
of Abundance in order to provide the ways and means for materializing it. Un-
less he had followed out this program, he would never have had anything to 
save.!

Accumulativeness acquires momentum. The more you accumulate the more 
you desire and the more you desire the more you accumulate, so that it is but a 
short time until the action and reaction acquire a momentum that cannot be 
stopped. It must, however, never be confounded with selfishness, miserliness, 
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or penuriousness. They are perversions and will make any true progress impos-
sible.!

Constructiveness is the creative instinct of the mind. It will be readily seen 
that every successful business man must be able to plan, develop, or construct. 
In the business world, it is usually referred to as initiative. It is not enough to 
go along in the beaten path. New ideas must be developed as well as new ways 
of doing things. It manifests in building, designing, planning, inventing, discov-
ering, improving. It is a most valuable quality and must be constantly encour-
aged and developed. Every individual possesses it in some degree because he is 
a center of consciousness in that Infinite and Eternal Energy from which all 
things proceed.!

Water manifests on three planes: As ice, as water, and as steam. It is all the 
same compound, the only difference is the temperature, but no one would try 
to drive an engine with ice. Convert it to steam and it easily takes up the load. 
So with your energy: If you want it to act on the creative plane, you will have to 
begin by melting the ice with the fire of imagination and you will find that the 
stronger the fire and the more ice you melt, the more powerful your thought 
will become and the easier it will be for you to materialize your desire.!

Sagacity is the ability to perceive and cooperate with Natural Law. True 
Sagacity avoids trickery and deceit as it would the leprosy. It is the product of 
that deep insight that enables one to penetrate into the heart of things and 
understand how to set causes in motion that will inevitably create successful 
conditions.!

Tact is a very subtle—and at the same time a very important factor—in busi-
ness success. It is very similar to intuition. To possess tact, one must have a 
fine feeling and must instinctively know what to say or what to do. In order to 
be tactful, one must possess Sympathy and Understanding—that understand-
ing which is so rare, for all men see and hear and feel, but how desperately few 
“understand.” Tact enables one to foresee what is about to happen and calcu-
late the result of actions. Tact enables us to feel when we are in the presence of 
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physical, mental, and moral cleanliness, for these are today invariably demand-
ed as the price of success.!

Loyalty is one of the strongest links that bind men of strength and character. 
It is one that can never be broken with impunity. The man who would lose his 
right hand rather than betray a friend will never lack friends. The man who will 
stand in silent guard until death, if need be, beside the shrine of confidence or 
friendship of those who have allowed him to enter will find himself linked with 
a current of cosmic power which will attract desirable conditions only. It is in-
conceivable that such a one should ever meet with lack of any kind.!

Individuality is the power to unfold our own latent possibilities, to be a law 
unto ourselves, to be interested in the race rather than the goal. Strong men 
care nothing for the flock of imitators who trot complacently behind them. 
They derive no satisfaction in the mere leading of large numbers or the plau-
dits of the mob. This pleases only petty natures and inferior minds. Individual-
ity glories more in the unfolding of the power within than in the servility of 
the weakling.!

Individuality is a real power inherent in all and the development and conse-
quent expression of this power enables one to assume the responsibility of di-
recting his own footsteps rather than stampeding after some self-assertive bell-
weather.!

Truth is the imperative condition of all well-being. To be sure, to know the 
truth and to stand confidently on it is a satisfaction beside which no other is 
comparable. Truth is the underlying verity, the condition precedent to every 
business or social relation. Truth is the only solid ground in a world of conflict, 
doubt, and danger.!

Every act not in harmony with Truth, whether through ignorance or design, 
cuts the ground from under our feet, leads to discord and inevitable loss and 
confusion. For while the humblest mind can accurately foretell the result of 
every correct action, the greatest and most profound and penetrating mind 
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loses its way hopelessly and can form no conception of the results due to a de-
parture from correct principles.!

Those who establish within themselves the requisite elements of true success 
have established confidence, organized victory, and it only remains for them to 
take such steps from time to time as the newly-awakened thought force will 
direct. And herein rests the magical secret of all power.!

Less than ten percent of our mental process is conscious. The other ninety 
percent is subconscious and unconscious, so that he who would depend upon 
his conscious thought alone for results is less than ten percent efficient. Those 
who are accomplishing anything worth while are those who are enabled to take 
advantage of this greater storehouse of mental wealth. It is in the vast domain 
of the subconscious mind that great truths are hidden and it is here that 
thought finds its creative power, its power to correlate with its object, to bring 
out of the unseen the seen.!

Those familiar with the laws of electricity understand the principle that elec-
tricity must always pass from a higher to a lower potentiality and can therefore 
make whatever application of the power they desire. Those not familiar with 
this law can effect nothing. And so with the laws governing the Mental World. 
Those who understand that Mind penetrates all things, is Omnipresent, and is 
responsive to every demand, can make use of the law and can control condi-
tions, circumstances, and environment. The uninformed cannot use it because 
they do not know it.!

The fruit of this knowledge is, as it were, a gift of the Gods. It is the “truth” 
that makes men free. Not only free from every lack and limitation, but free 
from sorrow, worry, and care. Is it not wonderful to realize that this law is no 
respecter of persons? That it makes no difference what your habit of thought 
may be? The way has been prepared.!

With the realization that this mental power controls and directs every other 
power that exists, that it can be cultivated and developed, that no limitation 
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can be placed upon its activity, it will become apparent that it is the greatest 
fact in the world, the remedy for every ill, the solution for every difficulty, the 
gratification of every desire. In fact, that it is the Creator’s magnificent provi-
sion for human emancipation. 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The Master Key System!
The Master Key System is concerned with causes rather than effects, demonstra-
tion rather than theory, the practical rather than the abstract.!

It is rapidly growing in favor by reason of its great simplicity and because it 
furnishes an explanation for many hitherto unknown facts and a conceivable 
explanation for many more.!

It is a force which is gaining momentum with a rapidity and certainty that is 
the despair of the defenders of tradition and reaction.!

This is largely true because it avoids theory, speculation, and abstractions of all 
kinds, and confines itself to the operation of natural laws.!

These laws operate with scientific exactitude and those who have succeeded in 
obtaining a working knowledge of them are enabled to break the bonds of en-
vironment, control elementary forces, and utilize the potentialities of Infinity.!

For many years little or nothing was permitted to be revealed to the general 
public concerning the esoteric teachings, but within the last twenty-five years 
there has been greater freedom in this respect. Until now, they form an impor-
tant part of nearly all teachings where ultimate truth is an objective.!

Vaguely, throughout the world, the idea has been diffused that there was some 
process of study that men here and there did follow and which led to the ac-
quisition of a higher kind of knowledge than that taught in books or by public 
teachers.!

But it was invariably found that this knowledge was jealously guarded and the 
student was bound to the most inviolable secrecy as to everything connected 
with his progress, so that it was impossible to imagine anything more improb-
able than the unauthorized revelation of such information by any student of 
the great schools of esoteric philosophy.!

This was true because those in authority were afraid of the result of premature 
disclosure of these important principles. They feared that an unprepared pub-

www.thecompletemasterkeycourse.com! �                                                                                                                  19

http://www.on2url.com/app/adtrack.asp?MerchantID=60141&AdID=538198
http://www.on2url.com/app/adtrack.asp?MerchantID=60141&AdID=538208


The Master Key - Charles F. Haanel

lic mind might not be ready to make proper use of the extraordinary power 
that the application of these principles disclosed.!

But the approaches to scientific understanding are open to all and persistent 
study has revealed hidden passages which lead to the grandest imaginable 
realms of enlightenment.!

For a time it was possible to delude the general public with the idea that 
transmutation was on the plane of matter alone and they continued to remain 
in ignorance of the fact that this was but a correspondence and that the higher 
forms of alchemy takes place in Mental and Spiritual realms.!

It is in these realms that the practical art of manipulating the forces of Nature 
was discovered and the application of this knowledge to matters of daily life 
invests the student with such extraordinary power that the results seem alto-
gether miraculous.!

Many have sensed the principles taught in The Master Key System, but in their 
reaction from materialistic bondage they have taken one-sided views and have 
followed mental and spiritual ideas without a due recognition of the impor-
tance of natural laws and have become impractical idealists. A denial of the 
truth is not a factor in progress.!

The Master Key System will enable you to discern things as they are rather than 
as they seem.!

The scientific spirit now dominates every field of effort. Relations of cause and 
effect are no longer ignored.!

The discovery of a reign of law marked an epoch in human progress. It elimi-
nated the element of uncertainty and caprice from mens’ lives and substituted 
law, reason, and certitude.!

Men now understand that for every result there is an adequate and definite 
cause, so that when a given result is desired, they seek the condition by which 
alone this result may be attained.!
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The basis upon which all law rests was discovered by inductive reasoning, 
which consists of comparing a number of separate instances with one another 
until the common factor that gives rise to them all is seen.!

It is this method of study to which the civilized nations owe the greater part of 
their prosperity and the more valuable part of their knowledge. It has length-
ened life. It has mitigated pain. It has spanned rivers. It has brightened night 
with the splendour of day. It extended the range of vision, accelerated motion, 
annihilated distance, facilitated intercourse, and enabled men to descend into 
the sea and to soar in the air. What wonder then that men soon endeavoured 
to extend the blessings of this system of study to their method of thinking, so 
that when it became plainly evident that certain results followed a particular 
method of thinking it only remained to classify these results.!

This method is scientific and it is the only method by which we shall be per-
mitted to retain that degree of liberty and freedom that we have been accus-
tomed to look upon as an inalienable right because as Prof. A.F. Lange, director 
of the California University School of Education, says, “Democracy is safe at 
home and in the world only if national preparedness means such things as 
growing surplus of health, accumulated efficiency in public and private business 
of whatever sort, continuous advance in the science and art of acting together, 
and the increasingly dominant endeavour to make all of these and all other as-
pects of national development center and revolve about ascending life, single 
and collective, for which science, art, and ethics furnish guidance and control-
ling motives.”!

The Master Key System is based on absolute scientific truth and will unfold the 
possibilities that lie dormant in the individual and teach how they may be 
brought into powerful action to increase the person’s effective capacity, bring-
ing added energy, discernment, vigour, and mental elasticity. The student who 
gains an understanding of the mental laws that are unfolded will come into the 
possession of an ability to secure results hitherto undreamed of and which has 
rewards hardly to be expressed in words.!
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It explains the correct use of both the receptive and active elements of the 
mental nature and instructs the student in the recognition of opportunity. It 
strengthens the will and reasoning powers and teaches the cultivation and best 
uses of imagination, desire, the emotions, and the intuitional faculty. It gives 
initiative, tenacity of purpose, wisdom of choice, intelligent sympathy, and a 
thorough enjoyment of life on its higher planes.!

The Master Key System teaches the use of Mind Power—true Mind Power—not 
any of the substitutes and perversions. It has nothing to do with Hypnotism, 
Magic, or any of the more or less fascinating deceptions by which many are led 
to think that something can be had for nothing.!

The Master Key System cultivates and develops the understanding that will en-
able you to control the body and thereby the health. It improves and strength-
ens the Memory. It develops Insight, the kind of Insight that is so rare, the 
kind that is the distinguishing characteristic of every successful business man, 
the kind that enables men to see the possibilities as well as the difficulties in 
every situation, the kind that enables men to discern opportunity close at hand 
for thousands fail to see opportunities almost within their grasp while they are 
industriously working with situations which under no possibility can be made 
to realize any substantial return.!

The Master Key System develops Mental Power, which means that others will in-
stinctively recognize that you are a person of force, of character—that they will 
want to do what you want them to do. It means that you will attract men and 
things to you and that you will be what some people call “lucky” and that 
“things” will come your way. It means that you have come into an understand-
ing of the fundamental laws of Nature and have put yourself in harmony with 
them, that you are in tune with the Infinite, that you understand the Law of 
Attraction, the Natural laws of growth, and the Psychological laws on which all 
advantages in the social and business world rest.!

Mental Power is creative power. It gives you the ability to create for yourself. It 
does not mean the ability to take something away from some one else. Nature 
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never does things that way. Nature makes two blades of grass grow where one 
grew before and Mind Power enables men to do the same thing.!

The Master Key System develops insight and sagacity, increased independence, 
the ability and disposition to be helpful; it destroys distrust, depression, fear, 
melancholia, and every form of lack, limitation, and weakness, including pain 
and disease; it awakens buried talents, supplies initiative, force, energy, vitality. 
It awakens an appreciation of the beautiful in Art, Literature, and Science.!

It has changed the lives of thousands of men and women by substituting defi-
nite principles for uncertain and hazy methods—and principles are the founda-
tion upon which every system of efficiency must rest.!

The president of the largest corporation in the United States [Elbert Gary of 
the United States Steel Corporation] once said, “The services of advisors, in-
structors, efficiency experts in successful management are indispensable to 
most business enterprises of magnitude, but I deem the recognition and adop-
tion of right principles of vastly more importance.” The Master Key System 
teaches right principles and suggests methods for making a practical applica-
tion of the principles. In that it differs from every other course of study, it 
teaches that the only possible value that can attach to any principle is in its ap-
plication. Many read books, take home study courses, attend lectures all their 
lives without ever making any progress in demonstrating the value of the prin-
ciples involved. The Master Key System suggests methods by which the value of 
the principles taught may be demonstrated and put in actual practice in the 
daily experience.!

There is a change in the thought of the world. This change is silently transpir-
ing in our midst and is more important than any which the world has under-
gone since the downfall of Paganism.!

The present revolution in the opinions of all classes of men, the highest and 
most cultured of men as well as those of the labouring class, stands unparal-
leled in the history of the world.!
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Science has of late made such vast discoveries, has revealed such an infinity of 
resources, has unveiled such enormous possibilities and such unsuspected 
forces, that scientific men more and more hesitate to affirm certain theories as 
established and indubitable or to deny certain other theories as absurd or im-
possible. And so a new civilization is being born. Customs, creeds, and cruelty 
are passing; vision, faith, and service are taking their place. The fetters of tradi-
tion are being melted off from humanity, and as the dross of materialism is be-
ing consumed, thought is being liberated and truth is rising full orbed before 
an astonished multitude.!

The whole world is on the eve of a new consciousness, a new power, and a new 
realization of the resources within the self. The last century saw the most mag-
nificent material progress in history. The new century will produce the greatest 
progress in mental and spiritual power.!

Physical Science has resolved matter into molecules, molecules into atoms, 
atoms into energy, and it has remained for Mr. J. A. Fleming, in an address be-
fore the Royal Institution, to resolve this energy into mind. He says, “In its ul-
timate essence, energy may be incomprehensible by us except as an exhibition 
of the direct operation of that which we call Mind or Will.”!

Let us see what are the most powerful forces in Nature. In the mineral world 
everything is solid and fixed. In the animal and vegetable kingdom it is in a 
state of flux, forever changing, always being created and recreated. In the at-
mosphere we find heat, light, and energy. Each realm becomes finer and more 
spiritual as we pass from the visible to the invisible, from the coarse to the fine, 
from the low potentiality to high potentiality. When we reach the invisible we 
find energy in its purest and most volatile state.!

And as the most powerful forces of Nature are the invisible forces, so we find 
that the most powerful forces of man are his invisible forces—his spiritual 
force—and the only way in which the spiritual force can manifest is through 
the process of thinking. Thinking is the only activity that the spirit possesses 
and thought is the only product of thinking.!
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Addition and subtraction are therefore spiritual transactions. Reasoning is a 
spiritual process. Ideas are spiritual conceptions. Questions are spiritual 
searchlights. Logic, argument, and philosophy are spiritual machinery.!

Every thought brings into action certain physical tissue, parts of the brain, 
nerve of muscle. This produces an actual physical change in the construction of 
the tissue. Therefore it is only necessary to have a certain number of thoughts 
on a given subject in order to bring about a complete change in the physical 
organization of a man.!

This is the process by which failure is changed to success. Thoughts of courage, 
power, inspiration, and harmony are substituted for thoughts of failure, de-
spair, lack, limitation, and discord. And as these thoughts take root, the physi-
cal tissue is changed and the individual sees life is a new light. Old things have 
actually passed away, all things have become new. He is born again, this time 
born of the spirit and life has a new meaning for him. He is reconstructed and 
is filled with joy, confidence, hope, and energy. He sees opportunities for suc-
cess to which he was heretofore blind. He recognizes possibilities which before 
had no meaning for him. The thoughts of success with which he has been im-
pregnated are radiated to those around him and they in turn help him onward 
and upward. He attracts to him new and successful associates and this in turn 
changes his environment, so that by this simple exercise of thought, a man 
changes not only himself, but his environment, circumstances, and conditions.!

You will see—you must see!—that we are at the dawn of a new day. That the 
possibilities are so wonderful, so fascinating, so limitless as to be almost bewil-
dering. A century ago, any man with an aeroplane or even a Gatling gun could 
have annihilated a whole army equipped with the implements of warfare then 
in use.!

So it is at present. Any man with a knowledge of the possibilities con-
tained in the Master Key has an inconceivable advantage over the 
multitude. 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Charles F. Haanel’s Complete Master Key Course!
Charles F. Haanel’s Complete Master Key Course consists of seven 
books, a plethora of supplementary e-books, unlimited and exclusive email 
coaching and support, and a free one-on-one Master Key Coaching session.!

In other words, it contains everything aimed at teaching you the knowledge 
you need to succeed in whatever endeavour you undertake — from the person-
al to the financial.!

Many have found Charles F. Haanel’s Complete Master Key Course 
worth many times the cost of the entire service. Many have stated that the ad-
vice received in this way was invaluable.!

Here are a few comments from people just like you who have experienced the 
power, sagacity, and insight of Charles F. Haanel’s Complete Master Key 
Course. 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About Kallisti Publishing!
Kallisti Publishing — “The Books You Need to Succeed” — makes books writ-
ten by the most daring and insightful thinkers and leaders. Our books will in-
spire you to stretch, will impel you to attain more, and will illuminate you with 
methods and wisdom. Our unique books are published and sold world-wide, 
bringing the “best of everything” to you wherever you are. Success is Beauti-
ful: Read Beautiful and Be Beautiful! For more information — and for 
life-changing books — visit www.KallistiPublishing.com.
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